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Most Worshipful Donald E. Mosier
Grand Master of Masons in lowa
2007-08

Brother Donald E. Mosier was brought forth into the world on July 29,
1956, two months early and weighing only about four pounds. Following
that inauspicious start in Huron, South Dakota, he spent the majority of his
young life in the area. His family moved to Wolsey, a rural town of 450
souls when he was about three. He attended Wolsey Public Schools from
kindergarten through high school except for two lengthy periods when his
father worked as a welder on a traveling crew constructing oil and gas
storage tanks for pipeline terminals. Fourth grade consisted of stints in
Jamestown, North Dakota; Pampa, Texas; Lake Charles, Louisiana;
Artesia, New Mexico; and a return to Lake Charles. The second half of
sixth grade found him again in Lake Charles, while the first half of seventh
included enrollment in schools at Billings, Montana; Minot, South Dakota;
and a second school in Billings. This exposure to differing cultures within
the United States served to increase an interest in diverse and sundry
topics, which rears itself at unexpected moments.

Countless hours spent working with his father in the family garage,
affecting the repair of alternators and other electronic components ignited
his interest in science, technology, and electronics. This interest led to the
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City, South
Dakota where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering in
1978. He then joined Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids where he was
allowed to create innovative designs for aircraft displays. During that time,
he has been granted 19 patents from the US Patent and Trademark
Office.

He married Carol Hunt on May 16, 1981 in Earlville. She currently
works as an Administrative Assistant at Clifton Gunderson, an accounting
firm in Cedar Rapids. They have two children, Carissa and Danielle.

Brother Mosier was Raised in Kingston Lodge No. 676 at Cedar
Rapids on February 19, 1991, where he has served as Worshipful Master
in 1994, 1995, and 1998. He wore the Purple of the Fraternity as Senior
Grand Steward, 1996-97, and Junior Grand Warden, 2002-03. He has
served as a Director of the lowa Masonic Library and Museums Building
Endowment Fund since 2002, and as Chairman of the Committee on
Division and Reference, 2006-07.

His York Rite membership is in Cedar Rapids in Trowel Chapter No.
49, R.A.M.; Palestine Council No. 27, R. & S.M.; and Apollo Commandery
No. 26, K.T. He served as Grand Master of the Grand Council in 2001-
02. He is a member of the Cedar Rapids Scottish Rite and El Kahir
Shrine. His other Masonic memberships include: Kilpeck Council, Knight
Masons; lowa York Rite College No. 37; Knight of York Cross of Honor;
Cedar Rapids Council No. 390, Allied Masonic Degrees; Royal Order of



Scotland; St. Ignatius Conclave, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine;
Order of Quetzalcoati; Royal Order of Jesters; Malta Chapter No. 415,
Order of the Eastern Star; and lowa Research Lodge No. 2., and received
the KCCH Investiture in 2007. He has been awarded the Legion of Honor
by lowa DeMolay. He holds District Lecturer Certificate No. 3014.
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Proceedings of the

GRAND LODGE OF IOWA, A.F. & A.M.

One Hundred Sixty Fourth Annual Communication
Airport Holiday Inn
Des Moines, lowa
Friday, September 19

A.D. 2008, A.L. 6008

Most Worshipful Donald E. Mosier, Grand Master
Right Worshipful William R. Crawford, Grand Secretary

The Grand Lodge of lowa, A.F. & A.M. was opened in Ample Form at
8:30 A.M. with Grand Master Donald E. Mosier in the East.

INVOCATION
Grand Chaplain Glenn N. Marshall gave the Invocation:

"Most holy and gracious God, as we, the Masons of lowa meet in this
164™ Annual Communication, we call upon you, as our forefathers called
upon you, to look down upon our labors with thy favor.

Guide our thoughts and actions that peace and harmony may prevail
among us. May all of our proceedings and ceremonies flow smoothly, and
if there are disagreements among us, may they be discussed in an orderly
and courteous manner, and a just decision rendered.

We need not tell you how imperfect we are, dear Father. Better far
than ourselves are countless we who could better than we here, the deed
we are charged to do. Still, the tasks have been laid in our care, and we
pray that you will do through us, the works for which we along, are not able
to do by ourselves. We most humbly ask your blessing upon us, as we go
about our labors.

Amen."

COLORS PRESENTED
The Flags of our Nation and our State were presented by Sir Knights
Rusty L. Hill, Fredrick R. Killian, Kurt M. Hoffmann, Steven P. Kline, William
C. Luebbert I1l, and Robert A. Kline of the Grand Commandery of lowa,
Knights Templar.

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON CREDENTIALS
William R. Crawford, Grand Secretary, reporting for the Committee on
Credentials, stated that delegates from more than 50 lodges were present
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which, according to law, constituted a quorum for the transaction of
business.

ROLL CALL
William R. Crawford, Grand Secretary, asked unanimous consent to be
excused from reading the names of Grand and Elective Past Grand Lodge
Officers, and to approve them as printed in the Proceedings. They are as
follows:

Elective
(Present 8)
Most Worshipful Donald E. Mosier, Grand Master (676)
Right Worshipful Craig L. Davis, Senior Grand Warden (657)
Right Worshipful Larry E. Shears, Junior Grand Warden (81)
Right Worshipful Scott A. Johnson, Grand Treasurer (615)
Right Worshipful William R. Crawford, Grand Secretary (369 & 677)
Most Worshipful Dennis M. Zahrt, P.G.M., Custodian (675)
Right Worshipful Arthur G. Crandon, P.J.G.W., Custodian (108)
Worshipful Wendell D. Leonard, Custodian (140)

Appointive

(Present 10)
Right Worshipful Jon D. Wagoner, Deputy Grand Master (103)
Right Worshipful Glenn N. Marshall, Grand Chaplain (548 & 676)
Worshipful Tim S. Anderson, Deputy Grand Secretary (4, 63, 168, 325, 505, & 676)
Worshipful Jason A. Wolcott, Grand Marshal (4 & 11)
Worshipful Gerald F. Bergman, Senior Grand Deacon (16 & 74)
Worshipful Kyle A. Gordon, Junior Grand Deacon (592)
Worshipful Jeffrey C. Bybee, Senior Grand Steward (200)
Worshipful Edward D. Edgerton, Junior Grand Steward (212 & 77)
Worshipful David C. Stuart, Grand Tyler (49 & 3)
Worshipful Michael R. Langford, Grand Musician (4 & 943 Texas)

PERMANENT MEMBERS

Past Grand Masters
(Present 19)

W. Ross McCulla (174 & 52) 1976-77 Ralph A. Livermore (232) 1997-98

Donald E. Stamy (6) 1978-79 Raymond E. Clause (532) 1998-99

Harold R. Barkley (478) 1986-87 Lester C. Fleming (448 & 368) 1999-2000

L. Ray Chamberlin (654) 1989-90 Alfred L. Jensen (59 & 329) 2001-02

Lowell Wagoner (80, 407, & 299) 1990-91 Clifford C. Godsey (49) 2002-03

Tom Eggleston (79) 1991-92 Robert H. Erickson (370 & 633) 2003-04

Edwin D. Blinks (125) 1992-93 Donald E. Mayer (13) 2004-05

Jerrold R. Anderson (205) 1993-94 Charles L. Brinkerhoff (370) 2005-06

Paul H. Wieck (393 & 263) 1995-96 * Dennis M. Zahrt (675) 2006-07

D. Dean Johnson (407 & 308) 1996-97 * Also counted as Grand Lodge Officer
(Absent 3)

Woodrow W. Morris (4) 1971-72 Donald W. Gurney (394 & 229) 1994-95

Keith L. Muntz (27) 1981-82



Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of owa, Des Moines 2008

Past Senior Grand Wardens
(Present 7)

Galen A. Rozeboom (419) Eric A. Rozeboom (419)
George W. Robinson (83) John D. Lillibridge (657)
F. Walter Buffon (412) Edison Sharp, Jr. (254, 174, & 52)

Craig C. Hummel (335)
(Absent 10)

F. DeWitt Edmonson (269) Jon B. Proctor (53)

Kenneth C. Chilton (74) R. Jay Hartman (616)
Archie J. Mackay (408) Charles W. Jacobs (6 & 665)
Donald D. Schoof (79) Wilfred H. Armentrout (204)
Elmer D. Louth (15) Donald G. Keck (615 & 470)

Past Junior Grand Wardens
(Present 8)

Robert W. Kilfoil (59) Bryce B. Hildreth (636 & 110)

Loren C. Stein (318) Jack L. Butler (3, 49, 250, & 66 WI)

Kenneth M. Anderson (624) Terry E. Osborne (174)

* Arthur G. Crandon (108) Robert J. Holliday (664, 44, 626, 675, & 677)

* Also counted as Grand Lodge Officer
(Absent 10)

Harry J. Griffin (624) Virgil J. Mackey (632)

Herbert Espensen (381) James B. Jones (229)

Bernard D. Allen (77 & 555) Edwin E. Armstead (87, 222, & 121)
Samuel J. McKenrick (60) William E. Kimler (664)

Floyd H. Murray (63) John Barry Kane (218)

Past Grand Treasurers
(Present 9)

Lawrence N. Crail (649) Ronald L. Marsh (229)

A. J. Ziskovsky (118) Duane S. Munson (174)

Robert H. Hatch, Jr. (632) Thomas P. Youngblut (222 & 87)
Kenneth A. Hurmence (179 & 112) Charles D. Yates (508)

D. Keith Robertson (125)
(Absent 14)

Robert H. Van Horn (369) Ernest W. C. Webster (116 & 6 MT)
Dale L. Klauss (632) John C. Summerson (299)

Tex R. Heyer (69) John A. Hansen (420)

Edward T. Johnson (103) John L. Mills (332)

D. Dean Schlapia (205) Steven J. Donaldson (191)

Gary T. Warwick (380 & 335) Randall E. Crouch (103)

Noel W. Willis (4) William C. Jacobson (263)
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LIST OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

The Grand Secretary referred to the list of those brothers who had been
appointed to serve on Boards and Standing Committees.

TRUSTEES AND CUSTODIANS OF THE WORK

TRUSTEES OF GRAND LODGE
Robert H. Erickson (370 Pleasant Hill & 633), P.G.M., Chairman Term expires 2011..... Des Moines
Alfred L. Jensen (59 & 329 Spirit Lake), P.G.M., Term expires 2009..........ccccceeeerrivrreeeennnnnns Newton
Bill V. Northup (230 Ollie & 675 Davenport), Term expires 2013 .
Paul H. Wieck (263 Cedar Rapids & 393), P.G.M., EMENtUS...........ceeeeiiiiiiieeeieiiiiieeee s

TRUSTEES OF GRAND CHARITY FUNDS
Donald E. Mayer (13 & 677 DeWitt), P.G.M., Chairman, Term expires 2010 ................ Fort Madison
Terry E. Osborne (174 Malcom), P.J.G.W., Term expires 2008............cccevuveeriureenineeenineenns Brooklyn
Realff H. Ottesen (672 Bettendorf & 664 Bettendorf), Term expires 2009. ..Hampton, IL
Charles John Pheiffer, Jr. (664 Bettendorf & 675), Term expires 2011 ..........ccccevveeevneene Davenport
Jimmie E. Arnold (8 Mount Pleasant & 6 Marion, Term expires 2012 .... Cedar Rapids
Woodrow W. Morris (4), P.G.M., EMETIUS ........ccoruiiiiiiiiiiieeeiiie e lowa City

Noel W. Willis (4), P.G.T., Emeritus............ .. Sun City West, AZ
A. J. Ziskovsky (118 Tama), P.G.T., EMEIIUS.......c.ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Toledo
Marsha J. Miller, Secretary to the BOArd ...........cccceeeiiiieiiiiiiniiieeiee e Bettendorf
TRUSTEES OF HERMAN L. ROWLEY MEMORIAL TRUST
Larry G. Blaker (299), Chairman, Term exXpires 2009 ...........ccceuuruirrreeemaniiiiieeeessniireeeeeesniineees Perry
Michael W. Fletcher (63 Chariton & 80 Adel), Term expires 2008 Winterset
William R. Yungclas (249), Term expires 2010 ........ccoouuiuurieieeiniiireiieeeessiieeeeeeessinereee s e Ames
William R. Durst (223 Onawa & 509 Des Moines), Term expires 2011......... ....Clive
Lowell Wagoner (80, 299 Perry, & 407 Altoona), P.G.M., Term expires 2012..........ccccceeeevvuunnes Adel
Robert K. Gubser (299 Perry), EMENITUS ........c.ueiiiiiieiee ettt Bagley
John C. Summerson (299), P.G.T., EMEIITUS .........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceiie e Perry
Jerrold R. Anderson (205), P.G.M., Emeritus............... ....Algona
Donald W. Gurney (229 Attica & 394), P.G.M., EMENItUS..........cccceriiiiiiiiiiieieeiee e Reinbeck
Earl R. Freel (407 Alto0Na), EMENILUS .......ooiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeieiee e Pleasant Hill
LuCinda L. Friess, Secretary t0 the BOArd............ccueiiiiiieiiiiiiiee et Perry

TRUSTEES OF MASONIC CHARITABLE EDUCATIONAL CORPORATION
Duane S. Munson (174 Malcom), P.G.T., Chairman, Term expires 2010 . .. Cedar Rapids

Raymond E. Clause (532), P.G.M., Secretary, Term expires 2008........... e Moville
Bryce B. Hildreth (636 & 110 Des Moines), P.J.G.W., Term expires 2012............ccccuvveeeennnnn Ankeny
TRUSTEES OF IOWA MASONIC SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND
James H. Windsor Il (110), Chairman, Term expires 2012..........ccccevuvreeeeiiiiinerneeeennnnns Des Moines
D. Keith Robertson (125), P.G.T., Term expires 2008 ... Dubuque
Arthur W. Pixler (205 Algona & 299 Perry), Term eXpires 2010........ccceuviurrreeeiniiiireeeeennninnnes Fenton
DIRECTORS OF IOWA MASONIC LIBRARY AND MUSEUMS
BUILDING ENDOWMENT FUND
D. Dean Johnson (308 Polk City & 407), P.G.M., Chairman, Term expires 2012................... Altoona
Donald E. Mosier (676), Grand Master, Term expires 2008 ............ccccovuveervureeniereennins Cedar Rapids
Thomas P. Youngblut (87 Independence & 222), P.G.T., Term expires 2010..........ccccceeenuneen. Jesup
CUSTODIANS OF THE WORK

Arthur G. Crandon (108 Marshalltown), P.J.G.W., Chairman, Term expires 2009................... Gilman
Dennis M. Zahrt (675 Davenport), P.G.M., Secretary, Term expires 2013 .

Wendell D. Leonard (140), Term expires 2011.........cccceevvvvrreeeeeniirnneenennn
F. Walter Buffon (412 Griswold), P.S.G.W. .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt Elliott
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Clifford C. Godsey (49), P.G.M., EMETITUS .......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeie e Dubuque
Alfred L. Jensen (59 & 329 Spirit Lake), P.G.M., EMENtUS ..........cccvviiiiiiiiiiieeeee e Newton
STANDING COMMITTEES
CREDENTIALS
Ward A. Bailey (59 Newton & 61 Knoxville), Chairman, Term expires 2008...............cccecueeennns Colfax

Kyle A. Gordon (592 Des Moines), Junior Grand Deacon, Term expires 2008 ..................... Granger
Russell R. Risley (44 Le Claire & 675), Term expires 2009...........ccceevvveenenennne ..Davenport
Bruce S. Kamer (93), Term eXpires 2009.........cccuuuriieeiiiiiiieeeeeeiiiiteee e e s e e e s asieeeaeee e nennees Clinton
Joseph K. Naughton (364 Fairfax), Term expires 2010 ... .

Andrew D. Livin (263 Cedar Rapids), Term expires 2010... Marion
LODGE SERVICE
Tim S. Anderson (4 lowa City, 63 Chariton, 168 Kinross, 325 Clarion, 505 Albia, & 676),
D.G.S./L.S.C. Executive Director - dgs@gIl-IOWa.0rg ...........eeeeeerriirrreeeeaniniinneeenn Cedar Rapids
Michael B. Aves, Sr. (308 Polk City & 561 MeIDOUIME).........ceeiurieiiiiiiiiieeeiiee e Des Moines
Richard L. Bowersox (6 Marion, 325 Clarion, & 677 DeWitt) . Cedar Rapids
James W. BUIT (4 & 263 Cedar RAPIAS) .......c.ueeiiieiiiiieeiiiees et lowa City
JONN A, "JACK" COOK (L179)...eeeeitieeiiee ettt Mount Ayr
Craig L. Davis, S.G.W., (657 DS MOINES) ......ccuueieriiieiiieeaiieee e West Des Moines
Edward D. Edgerton (212 Woodburn & 77), Junior Grand Steward .............cccceevuveernineennnnen. Osceola

Thomas L. HUMbBErt (615) ......cccveviiiiieiiieeiiiee e .. Sioux City
Craig C. HUMMEI (335), P.S.G.W. ..ottt Oakland
John M. Klaus (112 & 141 Charles City) .. ...Mount Vernon
RIiCK N. MCCamMPDEII (522),....cciiiiiiiiiieeee ettt Creston
Dwight A. McDonald (117 Eldora).. .. New Providence
JeSSE F. NEWGAIT (519) ..iiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e e eanbnees Laurens
Ted C. WIlEY (8) ..vveeiiiiiiiiieeeiieeee e .. Mount Pleasant

Thomas P. Youngblut (87 Independence & 222), P.G.T........... e Jesup
Jack L. Butler (49, 3, 520 Baxter, & 66 WI), P.J.G.W., EMErtuS..........ccvvveeimniiireeeeesiiiiinns Dubuque
DIVISION AND REFERENCE
Jack L. Butler (49, 3, 520 Baxter, & 66 WI), P.J.G.W., Chairman ..........cccccceervreenineernnnnen. Dubuque

David K. Aves (79 Boone)

Kenneth A. Hurmence (179 Mount Ayr and 112 Mount Vernon), P.G.T.......c.ccoecvveeniieennns Clarksville
APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES

David M. Dryer (53 & 409), ChaIMMaN .........coiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt Indianola

Alan L. Cranston (492) ........ccoevvvuvreeeeeniiinnnns
W. Charles Smithson (638 Lucas and 632) ...

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE (BY CODE)

. 2011 39th St., Des Moines 50310-3804

Tom Eggleston (79 Boone), P.G.M., ChairMan ............ccocuvieriiieniiie i Cedar Rapids
Donald E. Stamy (6), P.G.M., Vice ChaifMan ..........ccocuieiiiiieiiiieaiiiie et Marion
Edwin D. BIINkS (125), P.G.M., SECIEIAIY ......cciiiutriiiieiiiiiiiee e et Dubuque

And all Past Grand Masters of this Grand Lodge who reside within
its jurisdiction and are in good standing.

FRATERNAL REVIEW

DoUGIAs E. PEY (249) .. ..eiiiiiieiieieee ettt et Ames
FINANCE

Andrew E. Schaffer (105 Waterloo), Chairman, Term expires 2008 .............cccccveeerveeennnns Evansdale

Richard L. Bowersox (6 Marion, 325 Clarion, & 677 DeWitt), Term expires 2009 ........ Cedar Rapids

John M. Klaus (112 and 141 Charles City), Term expires 2010...........ccccevveerrveennnnnen. Mount Vernon

GRAND LODGE RECOGNITION
Jason A. WOICOLtE (4 10WA CitY & 11)....uuuueeiiiiiiiiieee ettt e et e s inreeeeeas Tipton
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VISITORS
Edison Sharp, Jr. (254, 174, and 52 Montezuma), P.S.G.W., Chairman...............ccccveeevnnnne Malcom
David P. MelChert (44 Le CIAIN) ........cuiiiuirieeeeiiiiiee ettt e e e Donahue

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Robert J. Holliday (44 Le Claire, 626, 664 Bettendorf, 675, & 677 DeWitt), P.J.G.W., Chairman

Term eXPIreS 2008 .........uveiiieeiiiiiiee e e e ettt e e st e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e Davenport
Wade E. Sheeler (59), Term expires 2009.. ... Newton
Jerry L. Levay (103), Term eXpireS 2010 .......ooerureerireeaiieeeiiiee et et e e Sioux City

SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION
David C. Stuart (49), Chairman, Term expires 2008.............ccorureerireeriirieniieeairee e Dubuque
Kirk R. Thelin (369), Term expires 2008 ...........couuiieiireeiiiiee et Glidden
Martin H. Pennock (232 & 420 Logan), Term expires 2009....... .. Missouri Valley
C. Leland Triplitt (87 Independence & 222), Term expires 2009 ...........cccceeerureenireeniieeeninneans Jesup
A. Lyle Miller (595), Term eXpireS 2010 ........ccoiiurriieeiiiiiiiieeteeesitree e e e s e e e et e e e s ninnees Manilla

James W. Evans (112), Term expires 2011 ... .Mount Vernon

Robert M. Speed (110), Term expires 2011............. .... Des Moines
Duane S. Munson (174 Malcom), P.G.T., EMETtUS..........cvvtttiiiiiiiieeeeee e Cedar Rapids
PUBLIC SCHOOL SUPPORT
Robert E. Breckenridge Il (269), Chairman, Term expires 2009 ..........ccoovvuvrieeeiniiirreeeeennnnns Ottumwa
Lon A. Britt (160), Term expires 2008..........ccccceervureerrveennnneenns . Clermont
Jay Cole Simser (249), Term eXpireS 2010 .......ccueiiiiiieiiieeeiiee ettt Ames
COMMITTEE ON MASONIC YOUTH
Kevin R. Smith (4 lowa City & 633 Des Moines), Chairman, Term expires 2011................. Coralville
Matthew Buckley (664 Bettendorf), Term expires 2008............ccccevveernveeennnnen. ...Davenport
William K. Paisley (125 Dubuque), Term expires 20009....... .... Omaha, NE
E. Michael Braverman (271 Atlantic), Term expires 2010....... .... Des Moines
Tom Bowersox (6 Marion & 290 Oxford), Term expires 2012..........cccoovcvvveeeeeniinenennenn Cedar Rapids

CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS

The Grand Master appointed Junior Grand Warden Larry E. Shears as
the Committee on Resolutions.

PRESENTATION OF IOWA PAST GRAND MASTERS

Edison Sharp Jr., P.S.G.W., Chairman of the Visitors Committee,
presented the following Past Grand Masters of lowa:

W. Ross McCulla Jerrold R. Anderson Alfred L. Jensen
Donald E. Stamy Paul H. Wieck Clifford C. Godsey
Harold R. Barkley D. Dean Johnson Robert H. Erickson

L. Ray Chamberlin Ralph A. Livermore Donald E. Mayer
Lowell Wagoner Raymond E. Clause Charles L. Brinkerhoff
Tom Eggleston Lester C. Fleming Dennis M. Zahrt
Edwin D. Blinks

PRESENTATION OF GRAND MASTERS AND PAST
GRAND MASTERS FROM SISTER JURISDICTIONS

David P. Melchert, member of the Visitors Committee, presented the
following Grand Masters and Past Grand Masters from sister jurisdictions:

H. Robert Wilson, Grand Master, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of lowa
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Reginald Kuhn, Grand Master, Nebraska

Alvin Wold, Grand Master, North Dakota

Virgil Anderson, Grand Master, South Dakota

Kenneth L. Glaser, Past Grand Master, South Dakota
Leslie M. Spies, P.G.M. and Grand Secretary, South Dakota
Dr. John Wilke, Grand Master, Wisconsin

PRESENTATION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

Edison Sharp Jr.,, P.S.G.W., Chairman of the Visitors Committee,
presented the following distinguished guests from sister jurisdictions:

Thomas McCarthy, Deputy Grand Master, Minnesota

Tom Hendrickson, Junior Grand Warden, Minnesota

Ed Halpus, Grand Lodge Education Officer, Minnesota

Eddie Sauls, Senior Grand Warden, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of lowa
Dwight E. Morris, Grand Organist, Alaska

PRESENTATION OF IOWA DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

David P. Melchert, Member of the Visitors Committee, presented the
following lowa distinguished guests:

James M. Dixon, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons
of lowa

Larry L. Klemme, Most lllustrious Grand Master, Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of lowa

David M. Dryer, Grand Commander, Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of lowa

Willard M. Loper, Grand Recorder and Past Grand Commander, Grand Commandery,
Knights Templar of lowa

William K. Paisley, Executive Officer, lowa DeMolay

Robert M. Shaw, State Master Councilor, lowa DeMolay

APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS

William R. Crawford, Grand Secretary, read the list of brethren selected
by the Grand Master to act as tellers for this Communication:

General Chairman
Kevin A. Smith, lowa City Lodge No. 4, lowa City

Teller Set No. 1
Michael G. Zinser, Kingston Lodge No. 676, Cedar Rapids, Chairman
Paul E. Anderson, lowa City Lodge No. 4, lowa City
Paul A. Daugherty, Waterloo Lodge No. 105, Waterloo
Jeremy N. Davis, Arcadia Lodge No. 249, Ames
Stephen E. Kimball, Keokuk Lodge No. 29, Keokuk
Kurtis E. Koehn, Floyd Lodge No. 537, Orange City
David R. Minor, Home Lodge No. 370, Pleasant Hill
Joseph E. Mulinix, Crescent Lodge No. 25, Cedar Rapids
Larry E. Patrick, Empire Lodge No. 269, Ottumwa
Arthur W. Pixler, Prudence Lodge No. 205, Algona
John J. Reilly, Capital Lodge No. 110, Des Moines
John N. Steel, Mount Hermon Lodge No. 263, Cedar Rapids
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Teller Set No. 2
Earl J. Kerker, Metropolitan Lodge No. 49, Dubuque, Chairman
John R. Aymer, Marshall Lodge No. 108, Marshalltown
Jerry L Cassiday, Emerald Lodge No. 334, Grundy Center
Darrell G. Fremont, Star Lodge No. 115, Madrid
Robert E. Happ, Mosaic Lodge No. 125, Dubuque
Kriss J. Lightner, Nekoda Lodge No. 597, Lohrville
Steven P. Minkel, Black Hawk Lodge No. 65, Cedar Falls
Jeffrey T. O'Neill, Osceola Lodge No. 77, Osceola
Donald D. Pierce, Nevada Lodge No. 99, Nevada
Charles L. Preuninger, Operative Lodge No. 308, Polk City
John P. Riedesel, Landmark Lodge No. 103, Sioux City
Ronald W. West, Unit Lodge No. 520, Baxter
Thomas P. Youngblut, Independence Lodge No. 87, Independence

RECOGNITION OF ATTENDEES

Grand Master Donald E. Mosier welcomed the first time attendees to
Grand Lodge and asked them to stand so that they may be greeted. He
also welcomed the Worshipful Masters, Senior Wardens, and Junior
Wardens, and recognized Brother William F. Bostwick on his attendance

for the 51 consecutive year.

GRAND MASTER RELINQUISHES GAVEL

The Grand Master relinquished the gavel to Deputy Grand Master Jon

D. Wagoner and gave his report.
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2008 GRAND MASTER’S REPORT
“ENGINEER OUR FUTURE”

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted
Masons: Greetings.

Welcome to the 164™ Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of
lowa.

To the visiting brethren from other jurisdictions, welcome to lowa. It
has been a true pleasure meeting and re-meeting you during our joint
travels. | hope you enjoy your stay with us and come back soon.

To the leaders of the lowa Appendant Masonic Organizations, thank
you for joining us for our Annual Communication. It has been a pleasure
working with all of you this year.

To the delegates of the Grand Lodge of lowa, thank you for being a
part of this session. Know that your attendance is important and
appreciated. You ARE the Grand Lodge of lowa.

| must start this report by saying unequivocally that this has been one
of the most moving and fulfilling years of my life. | will not say it was more
moving to me than when | married Carol, or when my children Cari and
Dani were born. But | can say loudly and clearly, and with no mental
reservations whatsoever, that no other event has left a larger impression
on me than having the opportunity to serve you, the Masons of lowa, as
your Grand Master. Thank you for allowing me to represent you this past
year.

Despite the most detailed planning, despite the best of intentions,
things do not always go as expected. Certainly, no one could have
expected the tragic loss of MWB C. Glenn Brown, P.G.M., mere hours
before the start of the 2007 Annual Communication. No one could have
anticipated that the very first duty | would have following my installation
would be to open Grand Lodge for his Masonic Memorial Service. And no
one could have anticipated the loss of MWB Laverne Clary, P.G.M., a
mere two months later. And yet, as tragic as those losses were, they
served as a reminder to us all that “The young may die, the old must die,
and the wisest knoweth not how soon.” These men lived an upright life;
they served the Fraternity with great compassion and insight; they left an
example for all of us to emulate. | can only hope that my service to the
craft was made better by following their examples.

The theme | selected for this year was “Engineer our Future”. Of
course, that choice reflected my profession. But it also expressed my
belief that the Fraternity can be strengthened by continually reexamining
our goals, reevaluating our methods and procedures, and making
conscious decisions to execute well thought out changes. By so doing, we
can ensure the future vitality of our beloved Fraternity. This process works
in engineering; it works in business, and it will work in our Fraternity.
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This theme was amplified during the annual series of Grand Master’s
Area Meetings held last fall. The topics discussed were Masonic Pride,
Masonic Education, and Managed Masonic Change. We all recognize, at
least on some level, that change is necessary. Static institutions are
doomed to failure. As Jonathan Swift once said, “Everyone wants to live
forever, but no one wants to be old.” Young organisms learn, they grow,
and they change. Old organisms stagnate, decay, and die. Like
organisms, organizations may also age, stagnate, and decay. But unlike
organisms, organizations may be continually renewed by new members,
new ideas, and new activities. By staying young, by continually adapting
our methods and processes to match the needs of our members, we can
continue to grow and thrive.

Constant adaptation and change made this Fraternity vibrant and
strong, from the inception of the modern Masonic era in 1717 until the
early 20" Century, when stagnation and then decay became the rule.
Pride, Education, and Change will help us turn that around. Masonic
Pride, and we have a lot to be proud about, gives us a will to succeed, and
helps us identify what we want to be and where we want to go. Masonic
Education increases our knowledge of Masonic History and Masonic
Traditions, thereby helping us understand who we are and where we come
from. It gives us the Strong Foundation upon which to build future
success. Leadership training, another form of education, ensures that we
properly evaluate proposed changes, select appropriate modifications, and
implement them correctly. And the key to successful change, in life as
well as in our fraternal endeavors, is a positive attitude. We all have an
attitude, sometimes positive and sometimes negative. When we approach
new things with an open mind, with a positive attitude, success generally
follows.

Our Fraternity has often been described as a society of “old men”.
And while | cannot entirely deny the truth of that statement, | can also point
with glee to a small but steady decrease in the average age of our
membership. lowa Lodges have been initiating and raising an ever
increasing number of young men. And while | must admit that anyone
under 40 seems young to me, it is obvious that many of the new members
are much younger than that. There is no question that these new
members have very different expectations of their Fraternity. They think
differently; they act differently; and they communicate differently. They are
different. And yet, they come to Freemasonry looking for exactly what we
advertise, exactly what we promise, and exactly what we so often fail to
deliver.

To get some feedback from these new members, the Grand
Secretary, the Deputy Grand Secretary, the Chairman of the Committee
on Division and Reference, and | decided that we needed to ask them
about their expectations, their goals, and their needs. We began a
continuing series of New Master Masons Forums, where these new
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members could tell us exactly what they were thinking. We invited men
who had been Masons for less than three years. We asked them to talk.
And they did.

What they said was not surprising. What was surprising was how
universally they all said the same thing. They wanted more Lodge
Activities. They wanted more Masonic Mentoring. And when they said
they wanted more activity, they were not referring to long boring meetings
filled with minutes and arguing about the bills. They were not referring
only to Degree Conferrals. They were talking about fun activities, activities
that could occasionally include their families, activities that may not even
be in the Lodge Room. They were talking about going out to dinner
together, going to the races or a ballgame, going to the theatre or a
concert, having a dance. They were talking about Fraternal activities.

When these men said they wanted more mentoring, they were not
referring to just degree practices or ritual study. They were asking to learn
about the Fraternity. They were asking for mentoring in Masonic History,
Masonic Traditions, Masonic Courtesy, Masonic Customs, and Masonic
Law or Jurisprudence. They wanted to know more about the Fraternity.
Why did they want to know that? So they could truly feel like they were
part of something larger than themselves. They didn't want to just
“belong” to something. They wanted to be a part of it. And my brethren,
that is what this Fraternity is all about. That is exactly what we advertise.
That is exactly what we promise. And that is exactly what we ought to
deliver.

To communicate these findings to the craft, we initiated a series of
Membership Retention Meetings. This time we invited all the Masons in
lowa to participate. We reviewed membership statistics. We paid special
attention to the number of demits and suspensions. Then we opened the
floor to discussion, asking the attendees to give us their ideas and
thoughts for explaining these numbers. And then we shared what the new
Masons had told us. Not surprisingly, the ideas presented by the
attendees matched very closely with what the new Masons had told us.
The words were different. The language was more “Masonic”. But the
core ideas were the same. Do you know what that means? That means
that we already know what needs to be done. It's no mystery. We need to
engage our new brethren; we need to teach them; we need to include
them; we need to do some of the things that they are interested in doing.
We need to truly MAKE THEM MASONS!

To help us all demonstrate our pride in Freemasonry, a Masonic lowa
license plate was designed. The design was approved by the lowa
Department of Transportation. All we need to do now is sell 500 plates,
and the IDOT will start making them. Orders are coming in to the office
every day. Get yours now. You can put these Masonic License Plates on
cars, trucks, trailers, and motorcycles. Show your Masonic Pride. Buy
Masonic license plates for all your vehicles. Display them with Pride.
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Last year the delegates of this Grand Lodge adopted the Russell and
Ann Gerdin American Cancer Society Hope Lodge for a special, three year
fund raising effort. The goal is to raise $250,000 to help build and endow
this “Home Away From Home” for cancer patients undergoing outpatient
cancer treatment. | mailed one of my Grand Master’s pins to each lowa
Mason, along with a plea to send in donations to support this cause. The
response was overwhelming and heartwarming. It was so great that | was
forced to happily order additional slide rule tie-bars, which were awarded
to each individual donating $100 or more. What a great problem! My wife
collected recipes from lowa Masons and their ladies a year ago. She
compiled them into an lowa Masonic cookbook, and has been selling them
all year. All proceeds went to Hope Lodge. Sales have been brisk. In
fact, the boxes which filled the bed of my pickup a year ago have
dwindled. Fewer than one box of cookbooks remains to be sold. Many
Lodges have held fundraisers for Hope Lodge, or made donations. We
held a Grand Master’'s Motorcycle Ride to raise more money, while having
fun. A great start has been made on this project. | look to my successor
in office to continue the push.

This year | tried a new approach to communication with the craft, my
own personal website. It includes many items of general Masonic interest,
as well as links to many other lowa Masonic related websites. Since it is
“my” website, | tried to personalize it a bit, including pictures of my
Masonic themed motorcycle; a number of cardboard boats built and raced
by my lodge the past several years, and an extensive book review page. |
have received many positive comments about the site. | hope you all have
enjoyed it and found it useful.

There have been many other events and activities this past year.
They have all been rewarding and interesting. | will not describe them
further here. They are all listed later in this report.

STATE OF THE CRAFT

The number of men being Raised in lowa Lodges increased again last
year. In fact, it has increased slightly for the past several years. At the
same time, the number of deaths has been decreasing slightly every year
for the past several years. These numbers should be cause for
celebration, and they are. But our membership continues to decline. Not
as precipitately as 10 or 15 years ago, but decline it does largely due to
demits and suspensions. The reasons, as | see them, are described
above, and deserve your attention. This situation must be reversed.
Other states have turned the corner. South Dakota, a small rural state that
| am proud to call my birth-state, had positive membership growth last
year. It can be done. We need to take the steps necessary to ensure that
it does.

But all that aside, Freemasons generally, and the Masons of lowa in
particular, remain the best folks around. With their community
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involvement, their support of charities, and their basic decency and
friendship, they serve as examples for the world. When friends and
brothers need support, they provide a firm hand and a strong shoulder to
help. When tornados and floods devastate homes and business, they
open their doors to the homeless, they open their pocketbooks to those
who have lost everything, and they pitch in with gloves and shovels to
clean up the mess. Everywhere | have traveled this year, from the
Conference of Grand Master of North America, to some of the smallest
lodges in the state, | find one thing in common—sincere affection, genuine
friendship, and the Greatest Fraternity in the World.

EMERGENT COMMUNICATIONS
Dedications, Cornerstone Laying Ceremonies, Constituting Ceremonies,
and Masonic Memorial Services

Anamosa, Olin, and Davenport
September 25, 2007: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple
of Anamosa Lodge No. 46 at 9:00 A.M. A Masonic Memorial Service was held for MWB
C. Glenn Brown, P.G.M., at the First Congregational Church of Christ following a
Christian Service at the same location. MWB Tom Eggleston, P.G.M., conducted the
ceremony. Burial was in Olin. Lunch was also served in Olin.
A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held in Davenport for the new Davenport
Police Department Annex. A portion of the ceremony was then reenacted so it could be
televised by a local televisions station. Grand Lodge was closed in Due Form by the
Deputy Grand Master.

Lohrville
September 29, 2007: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple
of Nekoda Lodge No. 597 at 9:00 A.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for
the new EMS building/fire station directly across the street from the Lodge. Grand
Lodge was closed in Due Form by the Deputy Grand Master. Lunch was served by the
brethren of Nekoda Lodge.

Manchester
November 5, 2007: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple of
Manchester Lodge No. 165 at 11:00 A.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held
for the new auditorium at West Delaware High School. The ceremony was attended by
most of the students, and included music by the High School band. Grand Lodge was
closed in Due Form by the Deputy Grand Master. Lunch was served by the brethren of
Manchester Lodge.

Independence
November 16, 2007: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple
of Independence Lodge No. 87 at 9:00 A.M. A Masonic Memorial Service was held for
Worshipful Brother William S. Medulan, Past Grand Tyler at the White Funeral Home.
The Masonic Memorial Service was conducted by MWB Tom Eggleston, P.G.M. Grand
Lodge was closed in Ample Form following the service.

Waverly
November 27, 2007: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form at 9:00 A.M. in
the Temple of Tyrrell Lodge No. 116. A Masonic Memorial Service was conducted for
MWB Laverne Clary, P.G.M., by MWB Tom Eggleston, P.G.M. The service was held
following the Christian Service at Trinity United Methodist Church. Grand Lodge was
closed in Due Form by the Deputy Grand Master.
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Maguoketa
April 12, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple of
Helion Lodge No. 36 at 1:00 P.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for the
new Maquoketa Fire Station. Grand Lodge was closed in Due Form by the Deputy
Grand Master. Lunch was served by the brethren of Helion Lodge.

Humeston
May 17, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple of
Fidelity Lodge No. 228 at 10:00 A.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for the
new Public Library. Grand Lodge was closed in Due Form by the Deputy Grand Master.
Lunch was served by the brethren of Fidelity Lodge.

Coralville Lake
May 30, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Coralville Dam
Administration Building at 5:00 P.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for the
new Veterans Trail Memorial. Grand Lodge was closed in Due Form by the Deputy
Grand Master. This event was sponsored by Canopy Lodge No. 290.

lowa City
August 2, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple of
lowa City Lodge No. 4 at 9:00 A.M. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for the
Russell and Ann Gerdin American Cancer Society Hope Lodge. Grand Lodge was
closed in due form by the Deputy Grand Master. This ceremony was supported by a
large contingent of Sir Knights from the Grand Commandery who served as escort. The
large turnout of Masons, ladies, and friends made a great impression on all.

Rockwell City
August 9, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form in the Temple of Twin
Lakes Lodge No. 478 in Rockwell City. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for
the new Public Library. Grand Lodge was closed in due form by the Deputy Grand
Master.

North Liberty
August 20, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form at 9:00 A.M in the
new North Bend Elementary School in North Liberty. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony
was then held for the new school. A large crowd of enthusiastic students contributed to
the event. Grand Lodge was then closed in Ample Form. This event was sponsored by
Canopy Lodge No. 290.

Modale
September 7, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample Form at 11:00 A.M. in
the community building which had formerly housed the Lodge in Modale. Following a
lunch provided by the Church, a Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was held for a major
addition to the United Methodist Church. Grand Lodge was then closed in Due Form by
the Deputy Grand Master. This event was sponsored by Chrysolite Lodge No. 420,
Logan.

Decorah
September 11, 2008: The Grand Lodge of lowa was opened in Ample form at 5:00 P.M. at
Great Lights Lodge No. 181 in Decorah. A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was then
held for the new Trout Run Trail. This was performed at the site of a wall whose
construction was funded by Great Lights Lodge, and which includes a prominent Square
and Compass as part of the wall. Grand Lodge was then closed in Due Form by the
Deputy Grand Master.

GRAND OFFICER APPOINTMENTS
| appointed the following Grand Officers:

Deputy Grand Master Jon D. Wagoner Sioux City
Grand Chaplain Glenn N. Marshall Cedar Rapids
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Grand Marshal Jason A. Wolcott Tipton
Senior Grand Deacon Gerald F. (Gary) Bergman Ottumwa
Junior Grand Deacon Kyle A. Gordon Granger
Senior Grand Steward Jeffrey C. Bybee Mt. Vernon
Junior Grand Steward Edward D. Edgerton Osceola
Grand Tyler David C. Stuart Dubuque
Grand Musician Michael R. Langford Washington

| approved the appointment by William Crawford of Tim S. Anderson as Deputy Grand
Secretary.

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

September 22, 2007: | made the following appointments and reappointments to the standing
Boards and Committees of the Grand Lodge:

Bill V. Northup was appointed to a six-year term on the Board of Grand Trustees.

Robert H. Erickson was appointed Chairman of the Board of Grand Trustees.

Jimmie E. Arnold was appointed to a five-year term as Trustee of the Grand Charity
Board.

Realff H. Ottesen was appointed to complete an unexpired two-year term as Trustee of
Grand Charity Board.

Lowell Wagoner was reappointed to a five-year term as Trustee of the Herman L.
Rowley Memorial Trust.

Duane S. Munson was reappointed Chairman of the Masonic Charitable Education
Corporation.

James H. Windsor Il was reappointed Chairman of the lowa Masonic Scholarship
Endowment Fund.

D. Dean Johnson was reappointed Chairman of the lowa Masonic Library and Museums
Building Endowment Fund.

Joseph K. Naughton and Andrew D. Liven were appointed to three-year terms on the
Credentials Committee.

Ward A. Bailey was appointed Chairman of the Credentials Committee.

Jack L. Butler, David K. Aves, and Kenneth A. Hurmence were appointed to one-year
terms on the Committee on Division and Reference, with Jack Butler appointed
Chairman.

The following brothers were appointed to a one-year term on the Lodge Service
Committee: Michael B. Aves, Sr., James W. Burr, Craig L. Davis, Thomas L.
Humbert, John M. Klaus, Dwight A. McDonald, Ted C. Wiley, Richard L. Bowersox,
John A. (Jack) Cook, Edward D. Edgerton, Craig C. Hummel, Rick N. McCampbell,
Jesse F. Newgard, and Thomas P. Youngblut.

David M. Dryer, Wendell D. Leonard, and Alan L. Cranston were reappointed to a one-
year term on the Appeals and Grievances Committee, with David M. Dryer
appointed Chairman.

Tom Eggleston was reappointed Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee.

Douglas E. Petty was reappointed to a one-year term on the Fraternal Review
Committee.

John M. Klaus was appointed to a three-year term on the Finance Committee.

Andrew E. Schaffer was appointed Chairman of the Finance Committee.

Jason A. Wolcott was reappointed to a one-year term on the Grand Lodge Recognition
Committee.

Edison Sharp, Jr. and David P. Melchert were appointed to one-year terms on the
Visitors Committee, with Edison Sharp, Jr. appointed Chairman.

Jerry L. Levay was appointed to a three-year term on the Public Relations Committee.

Robert J. Holliday was reappointed Chairman of the Public Relations Committee.

Robert Speed and James Evans were appointed to four-year terms on the Scholarship
Selection Committee.

David C. Stuart was appointed Chairman of the Scholarship Selection Committee.
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Jay Cole Simser was appointed to a three-year term on the Public School Support
Committee.

Robert E. Breckenridge Il was reappointed Chairman of the Public School Support
Committee.

Tom Bowersox was appointed to a five-year term on the Committee on Masonic Youth.

Kevin R. Smith was reappointed Chairman of the Committee on Masonic Youth.

September 24, 2007: | appointed Jack L. Butler, Craig L. Davis, and Larry E. Shears to an
ad hoc Long Range Planning Committee, with Jack L. Butler appointed Chairman. The
Committee was charged with evaluating the general operation of The Grand Lodge of
lowa, including such items as future programs, Internet operations, charitable activities,
and individual member expectations. They were directed to solicit the active
participation of other lowa Masons as they felt necessary.

June 1, 2008: Having received Wendell D. Leonard’s letter of resignation from the Appeals
and Grievances Committee, | appointed William Charles Smithson to serve the
remainder of the one-year term.

July 1, 2008: In recognition of his years of service to the Lodge Service Committee, |
appointed Jack L. Butler as an emeritus member of that committee.

July 7, 2008: | appointed Junior Grand Warden Larry Shears to the Committee on
Resolution for Thanks.

September 19, 2008: | appointed Dennis M. Zahrt an emeritus member of the Board of

Custodians.

OFFICIAL ACTS

2007
December 5: Pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 43, Relocation of Lodge, Laws for
Subordinate Lodges, | mailed a letter to the Secretaries of Ben Hur Lodge No. 611 and
Wheeler Lodge No. 398 notifying them that Wheeler Lodge No. 611 had amended their
bylaws to move their charter to 216 South Main St., Arthur, the same location where
Ben Hur Lodge No. 611 holds their meetings, and requesting that any objections to said
move be made to me prior to January 21, 2008.

2008

April 29: Having received numerous comments regarding lowa Masons who had been
denied admission into Georgia Lodges, and similar reports of Georgia Masons fearing to
visit lowa Lodges under the impression that they may be expelled or suspended from
their Georgia Lodge for doing so, | sent a letter to MWB Ted C. Collins, Grand Master of
Masons in Georgia requesting clarification of the official stance of the Grand Lodge of
Georgia, F. & A.M. regarding visitations between members of lowa and Georgia
Lodges. | received a very cordial reply from MWB Collins, assuring me that the Grand
Lodge of Georgia invites and encourages visitation between all recognized jurisdictions
(including lowa) and apologizing for any misinformation conveyed by uninformed
Georgia Brothers.

September 10: Pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 43, Relocation of Lodges, Laws for
Subordinate Lodges, | mailed letters to the secretaries of West Gate-Adelphic Lodge
No. 509, Moingona Lodge No. 633, and Waveland Park Lodge No. 654 notifying them
that Waveland Park Lodge No. 654 had amended their bylaws to move their charter to
1141 69th St., Windsor Heights IA, the same location where West Gate-Adelphic Lodge
No. 509 and Moingona Lodge No. 633 hold their meetings, requesting that any
objections to said move be made to the Grand Master prior to December 1, 2008.

OFFICIAL OPINIONS

2007
December 5: Rick N. McCampbell, Worshipful Master of Crest City Lodge No. 522 in
Creston and Edward Edgerton, Worshipful Master of Osceola Lodge No. 77 in Osceola
requested that | provide an official opinion clarifying the Demonstration of Proficiency
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requirements passed at the 2007 Grand Lodge Communication. | determined the
following:

1. The demonstration of proficiency must be made the same day that the next

degree is conferred.
. A vote by the Lodge is required to determine acceptability of the demonstration.
The Lodge must be open during the demonstration of proficiency, and on the
same degree for which the demonstration is being made.
4. Each brother must be examined individually, but a single vote may be made on
multiple brothers.
5. For brothers receiving their degrees as part of a Grand Master’s One-Day
Class, the demonstration of proficiency on the Entered Apprentice and Fellow
Craft Degree is not required, but it required for the Master Mason Degree.
6. The exact form of the demonstration of proficiency is to be determined by the
Board of Custodians.

Due to the widespread confusion about this issue across the state, | detailed this
opinion in a letter which was mailed to each lowa Lodge. The letter included my rationale for
each portion of the official opinion. The Jurisprudence Committee, with my concurrence,
disapproved this official opinion due to a conflict with Chapter 30, Section 5 of the Laws for
Subordinate Lodges which states that a petitioner for advancement from an extinct lodge
must be found proficient prior to petitioning for advancement in another Lodge. This would
make a demonstration of proficiency on the same day the next degree is conferred practically
impossible. This difference is actually a conflict between the said Chapter 30, Section 5 and
the current Demonstration of Proficiency requirements of the code. Since the proficiency
requirements were changed by the delegates at the 2008 Annual Communication, this entire
point is moot. The full text of my letter and the rationale is included at the end of this section.

2008

May 20: Steve Kimball, Worshipful Master of Keokuk Lodge No. 29 asked if it was
acceptable for him to wear his jewel of office, apron, and hat while presenting a Grand
Lodge Scholarship at a school awards program. This had been approved by the Lodge.
| responded that Chapter 5, Section 9 of the Laws for Subordinate Lodges allowed the
display of a Lodge name and number, as well as the Square and Compass under those
conditions. The wearing of aprons is only mentioned in that section in subsection b, and
then in regard to Funeral Processions. | therefore indicated that aprons should probably
not be worn. Furthermore, a hat should only be worn while actually presiding over a
Masonic meeting or ceremony.

June 25: Jeremy Davis, Worshipful Master of Arcadia Lodge No. 249 asked me to clarify
Chapter 5, Section 8 of the Laws for Subordinate Lodges, specifically under what
circumstances alcohol may be served, sold, or consumed at a Masonic event or in a
Masonic Building, what is meant by the clause “property under its control”, and how this
restriction is affected by Masonic Temple Association ownership of the building. The
summary of my opinion was the following:

w N

1. Alcoholic beverages may NEVER be manufactured, sold, or served in buildings or on
property owned or leased by an lowa Lodge.

2. Alcoholic beverages may be served or sold in buildings or on grounds owned or
leased by a Masonic Temple Association as long as the other restrictions of Chapter
5, Section 8 of the Laws for Subordinate Lodges are met.

3. Occupancy of a room in a restaurant or other public establishment does not
constitute “control” as used in Chapter 5, Section 8, and service or sale within such
places are restricted only by Federal and State Laws or Regulations.

4. Under all circumstances, Lodges are held responsible for the maintenance of
discipline and the prevention of drunkenness among their membership.

5. Chapter 5, Section 8 applies to property owned or leased by Ma